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A Word from the Pastor 
 

Mosaic Making 
     When I was growing up, it was typical to decorate your bedroom with posters of music groups and 

movie stars you liked.   In my teen years, someone introduced the idea of making your own poster, by 

creating a collage, by using pictures and words from magazines.  Each collage was made with bits and 

pieces and was like a storytelling mosaic, helping to reveal who you were, who you hoped to become 

and dreams you treasured.  
 

     While I canôt remember any of the pictures I cut out for my collages, I do vaguely recall some of the 

words placed here and there around the poster.  Words like ñhopeò, ñdreamò, ñcreateò, ñjoyò, ñpeaceò, 

ñkindnessò, ñfamilyò, ñcompassionò, and ñloveò.  If I were to make a mosaic of pictures and words 

today, I imagine that the pictures would be very different than those on my original posters, but the 

words would be somewhat similar.  I imagine the same would be true of all of us.   
 

     In just a few weeks, we will be entering yet another season of Lent, the time in the church year when 

we embark on the journey with Jesus toward the cross.  It is a challenging journey, for as we go, we are 

encouraged to look deep within ourselves and examine the pieces of our lives.  To some degree, during 

Lent, we are called to examine the mosaic of our lives, to consider who we are, what we care about and 

how we are living our faith.  As we consider each piece, we become more aware of our deep need for 

Christ.  Along the journey, we come to realize the blessings of grace, healing, and mercy that come 

from Christ and his love.  It is challenging work to contemplate the mosaic piece by piece.  But this 

careful reflection and Godôs grace can allow us to reconstruct a new picture, of resurrection hope and 

joy, (our Easter destination) which makes the work ripe for blessing.   
 

     This year, our Lenten journey will begin on February 22nd, which is where Ash Wednesday falls 

this year.  We will however introduce the theme of mosaics and mosaic building on Mardi Gras      

Sunday, February 19th.  During the Lenten season we will explore story after story with eyes open to  

the different dimensions and ears tuned to hear the different voices, constructing mosaics from each 

story along the journey.   
 

     In the meantime, I encourage you to start to construct your own mosaic, with words, pictures, colors 

and creativity.  Consider where you are in your life right now and especially in your faith journey.  

Look carefully at all areas, family, friends, hopes, dreams, faith and church.    
 

     Then begin to cut out pictures or words or find some medium to create a mosaic that captures your 

present understanding.  This will be the first step of building three dimensional mosaic together.  The 

worship commission would like for you to bring a box decorated with your mosaic to worship on Mardi 

Gras Sunday, February 19th.   I know it is hard to look at your life with a critical eye, but to borrow 

from scripture, ñbe strong and courageousò, knowing that God is very much with you, loving you    

exactly where you are even as God is inviting you to a new place and helping you to construct a new 

mosaic of hope.  May God bless us all with a meaningful Lent.   
 

Blessings- Rev. Laurie 



February Worship Schedule 
      

   February 5   Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

    8:15 am and 11:00 am Worship and the Lordôs Supper 

    Preaching on Mark 1:29-30    

   Sermon Title: ñCompelled to Serveò 
   

   February 12  Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

   8:15 am and 11:00 am Worship   

   Preaching on Mark 1:40-45 

   Sermon Title: ñCompelled to Speakò  
 

   February 19  Mardi Gras Sunday 

   8:15 am and 11:00 am Worship   

   Preaching on Mark 9:2-9 

   Sermon Title: ñBuilding a Mosaicò  
 

   February 22  Ash Wednesday  
   12:00 pm and 7:30 pm Worship  

   Preaching on Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

   Sermon Title: ñUnder Constructionò  
 

    February 26  First Sunday in Lent 
   8:15 am and 11:00 am Worship  

   Preaching on Mark 1:9-15 

   Sermon Title: ñSand Blownò  

The Bethlehem STAR  

Church Family 
Prayers foré                     
Lois Arace, Helen Frazee, Herb Hart, 

Marilyn Frankenbach,                    

Alberta Madsen, Margaret Negoescu,         

Helen Potter, Gertrude Wilson,          

Don Castle, the Netschert, Jones,          

Bartlett/Alexander, Tamilio Families.   
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Ministry Calendar  

Opportunities for ministry await.  Please prayerfully consider hosting coffee hour on one of the open days.  

Sunday Master Schedule  

 Liturgist 
8:15 am 

Liturgist 
11:00 am 

Deacon of the 
Day 

Acolyte Flowers Communion  
Servers           
8:15 am 

Communion   
Servers  
11:00 am 

Coffee Hour 
Hosts            

8:15 am 

Coffee Hour 
Hosts         

11:00 am 

2/5/12 Gene Arace Alan Ford Al Tamilio & 
John Smith 

Erik Duerr Mark & Vicki 
Fresolone 

Aleta Lambert,    
Rick Landolfi,      

Bob Negoescu, 
Frank McDonald 

Chip Kalfaian, 
Jens Duerr 

Eileen Kandl, 
Beth Fader 

Eschbachôs &  
Ginny Straub 

Pete and Liz 
Ashey 

2/12/12 Ralph Fader  Pete Ashey & 
Maya Acocella 

Jon Kandl    BPW BPW 

2/19/12 Shirley    
Albright 

Nancy Hara Jill OôNeil & 
Richard Landolfi 

Luke           
Fresolone 

Marcia    
Pearson 

  Dave/Aleta Lambert 
&  

Bob/Liza Brightly 

 

2/26/12 Norma Eichlin Bob       
Seymour 

Frank McDonald & 
Brynn McDonald 

Josh 
Sponaugle 

     

3/4/12 Lauren Judice Karen  
Harrison 

Bob Negoescu 
& Beth Fader 

Matthew 
Suydam 

Jim & Darla 
Eschbach 

Ryan Ford,  
Mary Ann Drwal,  

Jim/Darla Eschbach 

Eileen Kandl, 
Beth Fader, 
Nancy Hara,   
Liz Ashey 

  

Prayers of comfort and care for 

the family of  

Gerald Scott Slites,  

Alicia Tamilioôs uncle,  

as he was received into the     

loving arms of God on          

Tuesday, January 10, 2012.. 

Prayers of comfort and care 

 for Ann Bartlett and family as they 

mourn the loss of  

her mother, Sabra Jane Johnson,  

as she was received into the      

loving arms of God on      

Friday, January 13, 2012 

Mardi Gras Sunday 
 

     For many European countries  the time 

before Lent was carnival time with      

parades, dances, games, sports, antics, and 

wild revels to prepare for the solemnness 

of Lent. In the Christian church, we often 

do very little to prepare for Lent.  We   

forget to enter into this holy season in a 

meaningful and focused way.  Mardi Gras 

Sunday is an attempt to remind us of the 

importance of the six week journey that 

lies ahead.  We begin with joy, color and 

a festive tone, so that the darkness and 

struggle, the quietness and contemplation 

are a startling and stark contrast.   

     To experience the fullness of this    

Lenten season, join us for Mardi Gras 

Sunday, February 19, and Ash Wednesday 

Worship on February 22nd at Noon in the 

Calvin Room or at 7:30 pm in the          

Sanctuary.   
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Bethlehem Presbyterian Women    Helen Hofgesang/Karen Hoff ~ Co-Moderators 

 

Newsé.  

     We have been crocheting and knitting for several months 

making afghans, scarves, etc for the Anderson House.  They are 

given to the residents as a reward for meeting their challenges.  

These items will be blessed at a future church service and then 

we will take them to the Anderson House.  

     A St. Patrickôs Day Sing-A-Long is being planned to take 

place at Country Arch Care Center on Saturday, March 17th at 

2:15 pm.  Many Leprechauns are needed.  Wonôt you be one of 

the ñWee Folkò that day.  Contact Darla Eschbach if you are able 

to attend.  

     REMINDER: we are hosting both coffee hours on February 

12th.  Please remember to bring in your goodies and to help set 

up and clean up!! 

 

Happeningsé. 
February 2 ~ Meeting @ 10:30 am; Fellowship Hall 

February 9 ~ Mission Group @ 10:30 am; Gathering Room 

March TBD ~ Soup Sale 

A Recipe for  You 

Submitted by  Karen Hoff 
 

Crap Dip  (Great for the Super bowl Party) 

 

24 oz. soft cream cheese 

16 oz. imitation crab meat 

3 tablespoons Mayonnaise 

1 teaspoon garlic salt 

Pinch of cumin 

 

Preheat oven to 350Ü.   Beat together until 

smooth.  Bake in oven proof dish for 30 minutes.  

Serve warm wit your favorite crackers.  

BETHLEHEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ~ Consolidated Treasurer's Report - December  2011  

 Current Month  Year to Date  Budget 2011  

Receipts:       

  Commitment Receipts $18,742.00   $202,533.00   $217,000.00   

  Donations/Plate/Special Offerings 10,878.25   $35,699.50   34,000.00   

  Building Use 1,460.00   $17,565.00   14,000.00   

  Transfer from other Funds 1,596.15   $5,912.17   6,500.00   

  Interest and Dividends 3,057.49   $12,792.49   9,000.00   

Total Receipts 35,733.89   274,502.16   280,500.00   

Disbursements:       

  Personnel & Office Administrative Commission 13,230.30   164,896.26   171,503.00   

  Worship Commission 236.86   3,465.43   2,900.00   

  Fellowship and Evangelism Commission 42.20   998.93   1,900.00   

  Christian Education Commission 411.66   5,307.28   5,000.00   

  Buildings and Grounds Commission 7,113.94   57,219.14   52,000.00   

  Stewardship Commission 4,564.39   61,306.90   62,597.00   

Total Disbursements 25,599.35   293,193.94   295,900.00   

Net $10,134.54   ($18,691.78)  ($15,400.00)  

       

December-Month and Year-To-Date Comparison 

 2011  2010    

Receipts $261,709.67   $271,839.02     

Disbursements 293,193.94   291,435.06     

Operations Net (31,484.27)  (19,596.04)    

Interest & Dividends 12,792.49   11,696.76     

  Net ($18,691.78)  ($7,899.28)    



The Bethlehem STAR  

Christian Education    Norma Eichlin ~ Chair 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ɀ ύȡψω ÔÏ υτȡψω ÁÍ 
#ÏÎУÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ #ÌÁÓÓ ɀ ύȡχτ ÔÏ υτȡψω ÁÍ 

 

Mission Focus: December ~ February  
     As mission is a very important part of our 

Church, the CE Commission is exploring 

ways to bring mission into our Sunday 

School classes.  So for each quarter of the 2011-2012 school 

year, we will be highlighting a mission activity of which 50% of 

the Sunday School offering will be contributed to.   

     During this quarter, we will be collecting our offerings to go 

towards Heifer International whose mission is to work with 

communities to end hunger and poverty and care for the earth.  

By giving families a hand-up, not just a hand-out, they empower 

them to turn lives of hunger and poverty into self-reliance and 

hope. 

     Heifer has been a long-time mission project for our Church. 
 

What will our youth be learning in February?  
Godly Play (Pre-school/Kindergarten) 

Lessons on the parables will continue in February including the 

Great Pearl, the Sower, and the Good Samaritan.  The month 

will end learning about the Lordôs Prayer and Lent. 
 

Live B.I.G. (1st ~ 4th Grades) 

Februaryôs BIG Theme: Stories Jesus Told 

Februaryôs Big Idea: We believe that the stories Jesus told help 

us know how to live. 

Februaryôs Bible Verse: But be doers of the word, and not mere-

ly hearers who deceive themselves. (James 1:22) 

Februaryôs BIG Sound:  Sharable Parable 
 

Faith in Motion (5th ~ 7th Grades) 

Me Myself & I Am: Discovering My Identity in God 

Topics include: 

     Christians are adopted by God 

     Discipleship 

     Faith as a journey  

     Caring for our bodies 

     Godôs calling in our lives 

     Christians are servants of others 

     Standing up for our beliefs 
 

Confirmation (8th Grade) 

Confirmation Class will be continuing their classes through 

March 18th and Confirmation Sunday will be on March 25th. 

Feb. 5- Sin and Forgiveness: What Does God expect of me? ï 

 Begin Statement of Faith 

Feb. 12- Holy Spirit and a Relationship with Christ: How Can I  

 Know God?-SOF 2 

Feb. 19- The Church and Its Mission: If God Slept In on              

 Sundays, Why Canôt I?  Intro to Lent-SOF 3  

Feb.26- The Sacraments and the Lordôs Prayer:  

 The Churchôs Toolbox-SOF 4 

March 2-4-Confirmation Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg 

March 11- Developing a Rule of Life: How Does God Want  

 Us to Live?  
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March 18- finish and review -Statements of Faith 

Tuesday March 20 Confirmation Dinner- Meet with Session  

March 25 ïConfirmation Sunday at 11:00am Worship  
 

Knox Time (High School) 

Things are changing in Knoxville. We will no longer be 

holding regular Sunday School ("Knox Timeò) sessions on 

Sunday mornings, instead we will have monthly planning 

meetings to focus on specific projects. This change came 

about because we weren't getting the participation we     

needed to really make it worth it.  However, we've had great 

enthusiasm for various mission opportunities and for the   

labyrinth, so we will be focusing on that with just some   

planning sessions/activities in between our mission work.  

We do ask for your help with the various fundraisers coming 

up, because it means that we can do more varied and more 

involved activities and mission trips down the road.  Hereôs 

whatôs going on in the next two months: 

Feb. 4th-5th- Souper Bowl of Caring Weekend- Help  

  Amanda Lambert collect donations in the  

  community and at both worship services  

Feb 10th/11th - Broad Street Ministries (ACTION: Need  

  forms and payment in soon - 2 more spots  

  available, contact Mrs Duerr for info) 

Feb 12th ï Sunday Monthly Knox Time- meet in the Knox  

  room at 9:45am for a planning meeting for 30-Hour 

  Famine and kick off M&M fundraiser 

March 18th ï Sunday Monthly Knox Time- meet in the 

 Knox room at 9:45 am for Labyrinth work and 

 planning for 30-Hour Famine 

March 30th/31st - 30-Hour Famine (ACTION: Contact   

       Mrs. Duerr to participate) 

Book Review from our 
BPC Library        

          ~ Liz Hontz, Librarian       

     The Mitford Snowmen by Jan Karon is a left-over    

Christmas book suitable for all ages.  This book looks like a 

childrenôs book.  It has only twenty three pages.  The lovely 

illustrations are provided by Hallmark Licensing Inc. 

     The Advisory Council to Mayor Esther Cunningham are 

meeting at Percyôs Grill on Main Street to decide whether 

the ball park should be replaced by a badly-needed parking 

lot.  As the arguments become more heated, Percy steps  

outside for some fresh air. 

     What does he discover? A full-blown snowman building 

contest is underway.  The twenty-six proprietors of Main 

Street shops are all busy building snowmen.  Each is trying 

to out do the other. 

     When the mayor is asked to judge their efforts, she     

declares that everyone who made a snowman is a winner 

and the prize is a dozen doughnuts from the Sweet Stuff 

Bakery.  Just as the prizes are being claimed, the town 

Christmas light are turned on ~ beginning the festive  

Christmas season! 
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Worship                               Shirley Albright ~ Chair 
 

WHISPERS FROM WORSHIP 
News and Notes from Your Worship Commission 
 

Weõve had an Epiphany!  

     Itôs too late.  Itôs over and the next one is a 

year away.   Your Worship Commission hosted 

the second annual Epiphany celebration on  

Friday January 6th.  We celebrated the arrival of 

the Son of Light with an interesting array of candleholders and 

candelabra.  We feasted on an elaborate repast of specialty 

items cooked, baked, fried and roasted by the splendid cooks 

of Bethlehem Presbyterian Church.  We brought our hearts to 

kneel at the manger as the shepherds and the Magi did so long 

ago, and we arose to greet the New Year armed with a      

message of hope and humility delivered by Rev. Laurie.   

     Our three wise men were identified when each discovered 

a tiny gift inside their piece of Kingôs Cake. This yearôs       

honorees were Aleta Lambert, Mary Ellen Soldavin and 

Charles Eichlin.  Donning the beautiful vestments of the    

Pageant Magi, they were each, in turn, introduced to the   

gathering during the singing of that great familiar hymn ñWe 

Three Kingsò. 

If you missed it this year, youôll surely want to participate in 

2012.   

Mardi Gras Sunday:  Weõre Gonna Rock! 

     Hey, hey, hey, Mardi Gras is cominô your way and sooner 

than you think - faster than a speeding bullet and more      

powerful than a locomotive.  Thereôs one word that seems to 

pop up over and over again in the liturgy of this upcoming 

Lenten season ï ROCKS.  So, building upon that one word, 

this yearôs Mardi Gras Sunday theme may very well be (no 

promises):  BPC Rocks! 

     As a geologist, rocks are near and dear to my heart so one 

thing is certain:  your Worship Commission will be working 

overtime to find some innovative and colorful ways to deliver 

a meaningful, yet exuberant worship service that will be     

anything but stone cold. 

     So join us on Sunday February 19th for our third annual 

Mardi Gras event.   Bring a friend or six.  Invite someone who 

may be ready for something a bit askew from a traditional  

service.  Our church family and the community weôre a part of 

is a giant mosaic.   Letôs discover together how our pieces can 

come together as children of that great Rock of Ages.         

Remember, the house that builds itself upon a rock will stand. 

Come!   Be part of our rock. 

Leap into Lent!  

     Having barely escaped the celebrations of 

Christmas, it may surprise you to learn the   

Lenten season will soon be upon us.   Last year, 

we reveled in a March Mardi Gras Sunday and 

a late April Easter.  Are you ready for it?  This year Lent 

arrives in  February.  Yep, thatôs right.  Immediately after 

Mardi Gras Sunday 2012, Ash Wednesday heralds the start 

of the solemn period of Lent on February 22nd! 

     The Worship Commission and a small army of some of 

Bethlehem Presbyterian Churchôs best soup makers will 

host our traditional Ash Wednesday Soup and Bread     

gathering, followed by the first service of Lent on February 

22nd at Noon and 7:30 pm and distribution of ashes for 

those who wish them.  In order to accommodate people 

who may not be able to attend an evening event,             

distribution of ashes will be made available during the 

luncheon hour immediately following soup and bread at 

noon. 

     This year weôre going to try something  

slightly different for both Ash Wednesday      

services.  In an effort to promote environmental 

awareness AND to obtain a more generous        

serving of soup, we asking attendees to bring 

their favorite soup bowl, mug and service ware from home.  

Surely you all reach for that special bowl whenever the 

heartwarming smells of homemade soup waft through your 

homes.  If not, start thinking about it early while thereôs still 

time!  As the rabbit in Wonderland declared (sort of) 

ñDonôt be late, be late, for a very important date!ò  Okay, I 

took some poetic license with that phrase, but you get the 

gist, right? 

     Afterwards you have the choice of either taking your 

items home with you to clean OR you can cluster in the 

kitchen where some nice, soapy, hot water will await your 

elbow grease.  And if, by some impossible imposition of 

fate, you forget your bowl we wonôt let you go hungry.   

 

Lenten Study  
Enhance your Lent- move closer to God  by    

joining one of our Lenten Study Groups.  

Groups will meet on the following Wednesdays:         

February 29thĚ March 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th.  

The afternoon study group will meet on 

Wednesday afternoons from noon until 1:30pm.  The    

evening group will meet from 6:30pm until 8:00pm.  Both 

groups will be taking a deeper look into their lives piece by 

piece as with the help of our study book, Mosaic: When 

God Uses All the Pieces by Shane Stanford. Books will be 

available soon.  If you plan to join one of the groups, you 

can sign up on the clipboard in the narthex or fellowship 

hall, this will help us to order the correct number of books.  

Soup and bread will be served at both studies, and           

participants are asked to bring soup or bread to one of the 

class sessions to help host.  Please see Rev. Laurie with any 

questions. 


